
Recommended
Kitten Vaccines When to Administer Vaccination Purpose of Vaccine

Rabies 

Around 12 weeks (varies by brand) and booster after  
1 yr; later boosters 1-3 years apart depending on state 
laws and 3-year vaccine availability (state law may 
dictate the timing of vaccination).
@ 12 weeks:   (date given)
@ boosters:   (date given)

Prevents rabies, which can be  
contracted by a bite from another  
animal infected with the disease.

Feline Leukemia (FeLV)

As early as 8 weeks, then repeat in 3-4 weeks;  
booster annually if needed (based on lifestyle)
@ 6 weeks:   (date given)
@ 8 weeks:   (date given)
@ 12 weeks:   (date given)
@ 16 weeks:   (date given)
@ booster:   (date given)

Protects against one of the most  
common infectious diseases for  
cats that is also a primary cause  
of cancer.

FVRCP

As early as 6 weeks of age, then repeat very 3-4 
weeks until age 16 weeks;  booster every 1-3 yrs 
@ 6 weeks:   (date given)
@ 8 weeks:   (date given)
@ 12 weeks:   (date given)
@ 16 weeks:   (date given)
@ booster:   (date given)

The FVRCP vaccine series is a 3- 
in-1 vaccine that provides protection 
against three seriously contagious  
and potentially deadly viruses:  
calicivirus, feline panleukopenia 
(distemper), and viral rhinotracheitis 
(herpesvirus).
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TAPEWORMS
•   Infects both dogs and cats

•   Acquired by ingesting infected 
fleas, small rodents or rabbits

•   Adult tapeworms can grow long 
and block the intestines

•   Symptoms: segments in the feces and/or 
around the anus that resemble grains of rice, 

vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, lethargy, weight loss 

GIARDIA
•   Infects dogs and cats

•   Acquired by ingesting contaminated 
feces, food or water

•   Symptoms: chronic soft stools or 
watery diarrhea, weight loss, lethargy

ROUNDWORMS
•   Infects both dogs and cats and is 
often passed to puppies and kittens 

in utero and from mother’s milk
•   Acquired by ingesting contaminated 
soil or feces, or eating infected rodents

•   Live in small intestine and cause 
intestinal blockage and death

•   Symptoms: mild or intermittent 
vomiting and diarrhea, 

pot-bellied appearance, anemia, 
weakness, stunted growth

HOOKWORMS
• Infects both dogs and cats and can 

be transmitted during nursing
• Acquired by ingesting larvae or 

larvae penetrating skin or feet
• Attach to lining of small intestine 

and feed off the blood of their host
• Can cause sudden collapse and 

death, especially in young animals
• Symptoms: tarry or bloody 

diarrhea, weight loss, emaciation, 
anemia, weakness

• Can be passed to humans

WHIPWORMS
• Infects dogs; extremely rare in cats
• Acquired by ingesting eggs in 

contaminated soil or feces
• Small, thin worms that attach 

to the large intestine
• Symptoms:  diarrhea, bloody stools, 

weight loss, anemia, fatigue

COCCIDIA
• Infects dogs and cats, 

especially common in young 
and stressed animals

• Acquired by ingesting 
contaminated soil or feces 
or an infected rodent

• Can cause death in young animals

IntestInal ParasIt es

Infographic by VetNetwork, LLC 2013

If your pet is showing any signs of being infected  
by an intestinal parasite, please call us today.



Heartworm is a serious, life-threatening disease of  
dogs and a major cause of heart disease in cats. 

It is due to the presence of the adult stage of 
the parasite, Dirofilaria immitis, in the pul-
monary arteries and right ventricle of the 
heart. It is found almost everywhere in 
the continental United States.

When a mosquito bites, it 
injects the microfilariae  

into a new dog.

heartworm
DISEASE LIFE CYCLE
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Small, microscopic worms migrate under 
the skin and eventually enter the dog’s 

blood stream. About 6 months  
after the initial mosquito bite,  

the microfilariae arrive at the heart. 

The adult worms live in the pulmonary arteries 
and right side of the heart, where they can sur-

vive for seven years and eventually mate.  
The female releases large amounts  

of small, microscopic “microfilariae”  
into the bloodstream.

ADULT HEARTWORMS 

GROW OVER  
12 IN. LONG!
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In the northern United States, fleas are 
prevalent during the warm summer months, 
though the pesky parasites cause trouble 
year-round for pet owners in the south. 

Aside from itchy, irritating bites, fleas can 
cause the skin disease flea allergy dermati-
tis in both cats and dogs, as well as miliary 
dermatitis in cats. Fleas can also transmit 
double-pore tapeworm, a common tape-
worm found in dogs and cats, as well as a 
number of other diseases.

There are four stages in a flea’s  
life cycle: egg, larva, pupa  
and adult. 

Fleas are most commonly found on dogs around the base 
of the tail and on the belly. If you suspect your dog has fleas 

but cannot see them, check for “flea dirt”: 

Brush your pet while it lies on a piece of white paper 
to collect any dirt or debris. Next, add a few drops 
of water to the dirt on the paper. If dried blood 
is present, the water will take on a reddish color. 

Voila! Flea dirt. 

FLEA 
FACTS

A FLEA’S LIFE STAGES FINDING FLEAS

• Vacuum Several Times Each Week
• Wash Your Pet’s Bedding Once A Week
• Use An Insect Spray Or Fogger

COMBAT 
INFESTATION! OF THE FLEA POPULATION 

IN YOUR HOME IS COMPRISED OF

IMMATURE FLEAS95%
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ADULT FEMALE FLEAS 
LAY UP TO

EGGS
2000

OVER A LFETIME OF 

3-6 WEEKS

Scratching!
A FLEA CAN JUMP

4FEET
HIGH!

What is the number one sign fleas have invaded your 
home and latched onto your pet?

FOR EVERY SINGLE ADULT FLEA 

IMMATURE FLEAS
ARE DEVELOPING IN YOUR HOME!100
YOU FIND ON  YOUR PET ,

It is only during the 
adult stage that the 
flea actually lives on 
an animal; during 
the other three stages, 
the flea lives in the sur-
rounding environment.
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